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Paolo Ventura's photogmph "Automaton #11" (2010), at Hasted Kmeutler. 

PAOLO VENTURA 
Ventura photographs Italia n history, or his viv
id ly imagined version of it) by building wonder
fully derailed scale-model sets and staging scenes 
within them. For his lates t series, "The Automa
ton of Venice," he illustrates the story of ;,1 soli
tary Jewish \·vatchma ker who constructs a cheer
ful compa nion to share his ate lier in the willfer 
of 1943. When Fascist police empty the ghettO, 
the pair elude capture, bur not sepa ra tion. As 
usua l with Ventura , the atmosphere is as charged 
as the narra tive and often more engrossi ng. Res
onant and fo reboding, his imJ!ics of fogbound 
sn eets and canals are irresist ible fictions. Th w ugh 
Oct. 15. (H asted Kraelltl er, 537 WI. 24th St. 2 12-
627-0006.) 


